
  2026 BIG TREE CONTEST by Wayne SWCD       

Contest Information: 

1.) The 2026 contest is open for the tree American Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis) 

2.) Tree nominated must be located in Wayne County. 

3.) A tree may be nominated only once. The first nomination received will be entered in the contest. 

4.) The tree does not have to be on the property of the nominator, however, permission of the landowner 
must be obtained by the nominator. * (Unless the tree is on public land, example: park, preserve, cemetery…)  

5.) The Wayne SWCD Big Tree nomination form must be submitted to: 
     Wayne SWCD, 428 W. Liberty St., Wooster, Oh 44691 Or e-mailed to info@wayneswcd.org  or 
kriley@wayneohio.org . Please make sure you receive a verification of entry by our office.  

6.) All nomination forms must be received by Friday, July 17th 2026 by 4:30 p.m.  

7.) All nominated trees will be measured by qualified personnel who will use the official Ohio’s Big Tree 
nomination standards.  Decisions of the judges will be final.  

8.) The Wayne County Big Tree Award Winner will be displayed during the Wayne County Fair at the 
Wayne Soil and Water Conservation District fair barn.  The NOMINATOR of the winning tree will receive   
a $25 Bell Stores gift card and certificate, and the LANDOWNER of the winning tree will receive a 
commemorative plaque.  

 

 Photo Credit: vecteezy.com 

Wayne SWCD:  https://www.wayneswcd.org/home/landowner-assistance/trees-forestry 

Ohio State Champion Trees: https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/forestry/champion-trees 

American Sycamore Tree Facts: https://www.plantingtree.com/blogs/gardening/american-sycamore-tree-facts 

Sycamore Factsheet by Clemson Co-op Extension https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/sycamore/ 

How to Identify Maple, Sycamore, Yellow-Poplar, and Sweetgum Leaves  https://www.treehugger.com/identify-maple-
sycamore-yellow-poplar-sweetgum-leaves-
1343480#:~:text=Like%20maple%20leaves%2C%20sycamore%20leaves,a%20layer%20of%20broken%20scales. 

Trees of Ohio Field Guide (click to view PDF)  Or Visit ODNR complete list of Field Guides online at 
https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-odnr/wildlife/documents-publications/backyard-wildlife-documents    

Is your Sycamore the Biggest in Wayne County? 

Enter in the Wayne SWCD’s Big Tree Contest to find out!  

• American Sycamore, while not the tallest tree, is considered the most 
massive tree as defined by its circumference in the entire eastern half 
of the United States, where it is native including all of Ohio. 
 

• The growth rate in moderate to rapid (2-5 feet per year) and sycamore 
have a moderate to long life span (50 to over 200 + years)  
 

• Sycamore trees are also distinguished by their large patches of 
smooth bark, which has a creamy "camo" appearance from its mix of 
yellow, tan, and gray. Where the bark isn't smooth, it's usually rough 
and flaky, resembling a layer of broken scales. The patterned bark on 
mature trees is extremely eye-catching. 
 

• Sycamore prefers deep, moist, rich soils but will grow in marginal soil 
with low oxygen and high pH. Sycamore prefers full sun or light shade 
locations and tolerates moderate drought. Sycamore does best in 
naturalized or open areas near streams and rivers or sites where litter 
and aggressive roots are not an issue. 
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