
  2024 BIG TREE CONTEST by Wayne SWCD       

Contest Information: 

1.) The 2024 contest is open for the tree White Oak 

2.) Tree nominated must be located in Wayne County. 

3.) A tree may be nominated only once. The first nomination received will be entered in the contest. 

4.) The tree does not have to be on the property of the nominator, however, permission of the landowner 
must be obtained by the nominator. * (Unless the tree is on public land, example: park, preserve, cemetery…)  

5.) The Wayne SWCD Big Tree nomination form must be submitted to: 

     Wayne SWCD, 428 W. Liberty St., Wooster, Oh 44691 Or e-mailed to info@wayneoh.org 

6.) All nomination forms must be received by Friday, July 19th 2024 by 4:30 p.m. 

7.) All nominated trees will be measured by qualified personnel who will use the official Ohio’s Big Tree 
nomination standards.  Decisions of the judges will be final.  

8.) The Wayne County Big Tree Award Winner will be displayed during the Wayne County Fair at the 
Wayne Soil and Water Conservation District fair barn.  The NOMINATOR of the winning tree will receive   
a $25 Bell Stores gift card and certificate, and the LANDOWNER of the winning tree will receive a 
commemorative plaque.  
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Wayne SWCD:  https://www.wayneswcd.org/home/landowner-assistance/trees-forestry 

Ohio State Champion Trees: https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/forestry/champion-trees 

A complete guide to White Oaks https://growitbuildit.com/complete-guide-to-white-oak-trees-what-you-need-to-know/ 

ODNR White Oak ID https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/plants-trees/broad-leaf-trees/white-oak-Quercus-alba 

About Oak Wilt Disease by OSU Ext. https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/plpath-tree-02 

Is your White Oak the Biggest in Wayne County? 

Enter in the Wayne SWCD’s Big Tree Contest to find out!  

• More than 300 kinds of oak trees are recognized around the 
globe. Over 90 species may be found in the United States. 
The wood they provide is very sturdy and resistant to decay 
and pests. White Oak is used for making barrel staves (yes, 
the kind used in aging whiskey/bourbon) and shipbuilding. 
 

• White oaks are large trees with broad leaves and a tasty 
acorn crop that matures after a year. Deer prefer white oak 
acorns over red oak. But it doesn’t stop there – chipmunks, 
mice, raccoons, squirrels as well as many bird species will 
consume the acorns too.   
 

• A total of three states do not have any natural species of the 
oak tree. None can survive in Alaska because of the extreme 
cold, Hawaii is too far from other species to support any, and 
Idaho is too arid and frigid to support any. Moreover, half of 
the United States oak species are located in Texas (for the 
reason that it contains oak trees native to both the humid SE 
and the dry SW). 
 

• As a keystone plant, White Oak Trees host over 200 species 
of insect, which make it one of the single most valuable food 
sources for birds who consume the caterpillars throughout 
the year. 
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