
Rain Barrels 
What is a Rain Barrel? 

A rain barrel is an above ground container that is used to collect and store rainwater 
from your roof, which can be used later, when needed. The rain barrel attaches to a 
gutter downspout allowing it to harvest the natural rain water. With a spigot at the      
bottom of the barrel, you can use the rain water to water flowers, landscape plants, 
trees and your garden! Rain barrels come in different sizes as well as colors and can 
be purchased as well as home-made. Rain Barrels are environmentally friendly. 

 
Why use Rain Barrels? 

The rain barrel offers many advantages. First, you have a supply 
of natural rain water to use on your plants. Second, collecting the 
roof water reduces water run-off. When it rains, roof water travels 
down gutters and often runs off lawns faster than it can infiltrate 
the soil. The rushing water often travels over surfaces such as 
lawns, roads and driveways, picking up pollutants as it enters 
storm water drains, which enhances flooding and eroding in 
nearby streams. Third, you are saving money! By collecting rain 
water from a roof during spring and summer months and storing it 
in a rain barrel, homeowners can create an alternative supply that 
won’t tax the groundwater supply or increase the water bill. Fourth, 
you could save your newly planted tree or plants in times of 
drought. During below normal rainfall periods, a rain barrel can 
provide a homeowner with a non-potable water source during dry 
spells. Finally, you can feel good about doing something “green” for the environment. 
Saving water, preventing excess run-off, conserving energy and keeping green plants 
thriving is always a rewarding feeling. Remember, one rain barrel is better than none! 

 
What to look for in a Rain Barrel… 

Besides the variety of sizes and colors, there are some basic features that you may 
want to look for in a rain barrel.  The barrel, whether it’s wooden or plastic should not 
have contained chemicals previously. Residue could be toxic to plants, pets, and    
children which is too risky to have around your home.  Recycled food grade barrels or 
new barrels are best.  A mesh screen on the lid or top helps to keep out leaves,    
shingle grit, debris and prevent mosquitoes from breeding in your barrel. An overflow 
valve or spigot enables you to drain excess water or hook up an irrigation system or 
soaker hose. Rain Barrels fill up fast and you should plan for a water diversion.  Rain 
barrels can be connected together to allow for overflow to be diverted to another    
barrel. If the bottom spigot is located close to the very bottom, be sure to have cement 
or wooden blocks for an  elevated area to place your barrel on so you can place a  
water can or hose under the spigot. The elevation also helps increase water pressure. 



Rain Barrels 
 Tips for Using Rain Barrels: 
♦ Do not use collected water for drinking, cooking or bathing. 
♦ Keep the lid secure so children or animals cannot fall or get into the barrel.  
♦ Disconnect and drain the barrel during winter months to avoid freezing & cracking. 
♦ Elevate the rain barrel for easier spigot access and increase water pressure.  
♦ For additional capacity, connect multiple barrels. 
♦ Keep the screen on the barrel & free of leaves and debris.  
 

     Frequently Asked Questions… 

 

       What size Rain Barrel do I need? 
If you are just starting out and want a simple system, a 50 gallon barrel 
will be fine. Additional barrels can be added depending on your desires. 
For those who want a more complex system that has the capability to 
capture more rainwater, these calculation would be useful: To calculate how much rainwater 
you have the potential of catching off your roof: 
 

Supply in cubic feet = roof area (in sq. ft.) x rainfall (in feet) {inches are converted to feet} 
 

Example: a 20 x 30 ft. roof area is 600 sq. feet. The roof area is multiplied by the amount of rainfall 
(in ft.) to get the supply in cubic feet. In this case, a 600 ft. sq. roof that receives 0.9 inches is equal 
to .075 feet of rain {to convert inches to feet, one inch is equal to 0.083 feet, so, .9 in x .083= .075} 
for a total of 600 sq.ft x .075 ft.= 45 cubic feet of rainwater. To convert cubic ft. to gallons, multiply 
by 7.48. So, the 45 cu. ft of rainwater, multiplied by 7.48 is equal to 336 gallons of rainwater! 
 

Catching too much water? Simply attach a second rain barrel to capture overflow by using a rain 
barrel linking kit, PVC pipe, or hoses to extend the overflow outlet and  divert the excess water onto 
the yard, or to a garden. A soaker hose is also an inexpensive, & easy to install option for overflow. 
 

 

Can I paint over the colored plastic rain barrels?  
Yes! Rain barrels can be painted to match your house or landscape 
or as a work of art. The easiest way is to use a spray on paint, like 

Krylon Fusion or Rust-oleum Universal , made to adhere to       
plastic. Or you can use a plastic primer, then an outdoor acrylic paint, 

& finish it with spray on polyurethane as a protective sealant.    
 

What do I do in the winter with my Rain Barrel? 
To prevent freezing and cracking the barrel, drain the barrel and     

either leave the spigot open, or completely unhook the barrel from  
the down spout. Make sure to re-direct the water away from the         
foundation of the house using a flexible downspout attachment.    

       

     Helpful Suggestions: 
1. Use an overflow devise—pipe or hose, to re-direct storm water. Direct away from the foundation! 
2. Keep a screen over the lid to prevent leaf debris, mosquitoes & other animals out of the barrel. 
3. Raise & level the barrel using concrete blocks or paver stones—to help increase water pressure. 
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