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With proper installation, maintenance 
and use, your rain barrel should function prop-
erly.  The Stark Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict assumes no liability for the installation, 
maintenance or use of your rain barrel.  We are 
not responsible for any rain barrel malfunction, 
property damage or injury associated with your 
rain barrel, its accessories or contents.  

Caution:  It is very important to install some 
form of overflow mechanism to prevent or 
alleviate safety issues or damage to one’s 
property. 

Commercial products are great 
for dealing with overflow and 
winter maintenance. 

Important: You should disconnect your 
rain barrel during the winter months 
and store it in the garage or basement.  
If you are leaving on vacation you may 
want to disconnect your barrel or make 
sure all valves are left open.  Be sure to 
inspect your barrel weekly for repairs or 
maintenance.   

 You can use regular hose 
to water with however, a 50 ft 
hose or shorter is recommended.  
A soaker hose allows the barrel to 
be used and left unattended.  It 
slowly waters the plants allowing 
for more efficient watering.  Wa-
tering cans may also be used to 
water your gardens but requires 
the proper clearance between the 
spigot and ground. 



 

Now that you have your 
rain barrel it is time to put it to use.  
The following instructions will 
assist you with the rain barrel in-
stallation process.  There are sev-
eral ways to install a rain barrel  
and situations may vary.  There are 
also many products that function 
differently and assist with installa-
tion, so we recommend that you 
perform your own research on the 
web and be creative with your in-
stallation.  Here are some general 
guidelines or applications. 

Step One:  We recommend 
installing an over flow valve (see 
Over Flow  brochure).  This is also 
the time to place an 1/8 of a mos-
quito dunk if you are going to util-
ize them.   

Now it is time to install the 
screen.    Place the provided screen 
over the opening and screw the lid 
ring on properly.  Be sure the 
screen is tight.  Now take a razor  
and cut the excess screen along the 
bottom of the lid ring.  We recom-
mend leaving the lid ring in place 
for several weeks before removing 
to allow the screen to take proper 
shape to the lid.  You may want to 
upgrade to a more durable alumi-
num screen if you desire. 

Make Every Drop Count:  Stormwater is a Natural Resource, Not a Problem! 

 
Step Two: Now that your rain 

barrel is assembled, let’s prepare your 
site.  Clear your roof and gutters of de-
bris.  Remove any rocks, roots or or-
ganic material and level the ground to 
prevent the barrel from swaying or be-
coming unstable.  We recommend rais-
ing your barrel on flat paver stones or 
cinder blocks to allow more water pres-
sure for your hose and height for water 
cans.  You should have a few extra 
inches of  flat surface on all sides of the 
barrel.   

 

Step Three:  There are several 
ways to connect the down spout to 
your barrel.  The most common tech-
nique is cutting the down spout to the 
proper length and replacing the elbow 
to discharge onto the barrel screen.   
You may use a flexible down spout 
extension where the gutter and down 
spout connect to convey the water to 
your barrel.   

Another way is to connect the 
downspout into the hard plastic cover 
with a piece you can purchase at a 
hardware store.   

There are many commercial 
products that will install in the down-
spout to divert water into the barrel   
and once the barrel is full, it bypasses 
the diverter and down the spout. 

A razor gets a closer              
cut but you may want 
to use scissors to  
prevent injuries.  The 
screen functions as a 
filter to prevent  
debris from entering 
your barrel.  It also 
keeps mosquitoes and 
other animals out of 
your rain barrel. 

You want a level 
secure foundation to 
rest the barrel on.  
You can build up 
your landscape to 
hide the blocks. 

You can  
purchase this     
hardware for   
direct connec-
tion  of the 
downspout  to 
your barrel. 

A flexible downspout 
may be used to allow 
placement of the barrel 
a little further from 
downspout.  One can 
cut the length of the 
downspout and replace 
the elbow.  Be sure to 
leave 2 inches for 
overlap. 
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